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PROSPECTS OF MECHANISMS OF INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE IN HIGHER
EDUCATION DURING THE WAR!

The purpose of this article is to outline the possibilities of academic mobility and assess the prospects for
the development of international exchange mechanisms in higher education during martial law. To achieve the
goal, a number of scientific publications were developed, which were devoted to the internationalization of higher
education by strengthening the role of mobility, the features of the development of offline and online academic
exchanges taking into account modern conditions. Attention is paid to the variety of available academic mobility
programs: exchanges, internships, and grants, and their differences are extensively characterized.

Keywords: war, international exchanges, internationalization, academic mobility, higher education,
internship, grant programs.

Introduction. Martial law makes adjustments in all spheres of the social life of the country, not
bypassing the processes of higher education institutions. Thus, the previous idea about the significance
of intercultural mobility of students and scientists on a global and local scale is changing. The expected
exchange of experiences, knowledge, and narratives only increases its value component during armed
aggression, helping the affected country to maintain its level of education and visibility in academic and
public circles. The threat to the security of academic participants and the possibility of the cessation of
continuous training causes the outflow of intellectual capital permanently or with a return after a certain
period of time with the investment of acquired skills abroad in the development of the affected country.
Along with the visible advantages of the development of international relations, the obstacles caused by
military actions and political restrictions are becoming noticeable, which make amendments to the
prospects for the functioning of sustainable mechanisms of exchange in higher education.

! The research was carried out with funds from the budget of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine,
provided for the research topic "Modeling educational transformations in wartime to preserve the intellectual capital and
innovative potential of Ukraine" (No. 0123U100114). The educational outcomes in this publication were created with the
support of the EU Erasmus+ program within the framework of projects ERASMUS-JMO-2021-HEI-TCH-RSCH-101048055
«AICE - With Academic integrity to EU values: step by step to common Europe» and ERASMUS-JMO-2022-HEI-TCH-
RSCH-101085198 «OSEE - Open Science and Education in Europe: success stories for Ukrainian academia».
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Literature review. The search for connections between international activity and the development
of higher education and the outline of the prospects for the mobility of intellectual capital led to
numerous studies in domestic and foreign scientific circles, designed to provide an analysis of the
prospects of intercultural exchange, its advantages and disadvantages. Therefore, the internationalization
of higher education was considered from the point of view of essence, main models, and mechanisms
by Anisimova O. [1]. The relationship between the Second World War and the establishment of the
Fulbright Program was studied by Lebovic S., emphasizing the contribution of the basic ideas of the
program to American globalism and the development of science [2].

Meanwhile, in their work, researchers Zabiaka I. and Kovalchuk O. studied the experience of
universities in the EU countries regarding the internationalization of the educational process and the
identification of its rational ideas to adapt them to the peculiarities of the Ukrainian higher professional
school [3]. The scientist Teichler U. [4] approached the study of the essence of academic exchanges, in
particular, considered mobility as a tool for overcoming hatred and mistrust between countries, which
promotes mutual understanding and readiness for cooperation. The opportunities for the development of
intercultural academic mobility after the identification of obstacles to its implementation were
substantiated in the work of Agné Juskeviciené¢ A., Samasonok K., RakSnys A.V., Zirnelé L., and
Geguziené V. [5]. Instead, researchers Shen W., Xu X., and Wang, X. in their work [6] outlined the role
of the mechanism of exchange programs in national, regional, and global knowledge systems,
emphasizing the connection between them and the worldwide production, transfer, and circulation of
scientific experience.

Scientists Bakhmat O., Lisina L., Nikolenko L., and Buglai N. focused their attention on the
peculiarities of the development of online and offline academic student exchanges taking into account
modern conditions [7]. Tsvyd-Grom O. [8] emphasized the importance of regulating mobility issues in
wartime. And educational analytics through the prism of the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine was
carried out by Shevchuk I. and Shevchuk A., who focused on identifying threats to the development
process of higher education and opportunities that can be used to minimize the impact of military actions
[9]. The peculiarities of the higher education system, determined by joining the Bologna Process, during
the war and the management of the Erasmus+ Program projects were the key issues in the work of
Polyanska A. [10].

The purpose of the article is to outline the possibilities of academic mobility and assess the
prospects for the development of international exchange mechanisms in higher education during martial
law.

Results and discussion. International activity in higher education institutions, thanks to the
expansion of the network of connections, is an important tool for the exchange of experience and
knowledge, a mechanism for transferring and borrowing ideas, supporting the visibility of higher
education and the country in general as an active community.

Internationalization of the educational process has become a bright trend in the globalized world,
ensuring the need for constant interaction with foreign representatives for competitive development
through numerous exchange programs, scholarships, and internships. International activity is especially
important for countries suffering from military aggression, overcoming the consequences of which in
educational activities requires the accumulation of effective teaching methods and a modern knowledge
base, which can be provided by exchanging experience with foreign students and researchers.

The most common types of international exchanges are available in most countries and include
credit mobility for bachelor's and master's programs, internships, scholarships, and research grants. In
addition, there are short-term exchange programs designed to spread certain knowledge through training
for a period of one to three weeks through a combination of cultural diversity. Short-term and long-term
volunteering opportunities are also offered, which can be combined with university educational
activities, providing additional skills and communication benefits.

A feature of a country in a state of war is the attraction of a flow of aid from other states and
institutions, aimed at supporting the livelihood of citizens inside the country and beyond by allocating
additional funding to ensure a larger number of quotas for participants from the affected region.
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Mechanisms of international exchange in the academic plane can become factors in mitigating the
impact of military actions on higher education, helping to avoid forced interruption of the educational
process. Other interrelated effects of war include:

— the destruction of educational infrastructure;

— financing difficulties due to economic instability;

— the outflow of students abroad for temporary or permanent studies;

— demographic loss of the academic personnel base;

— causing physical and psychological injuries;

— changing the content of education;

— loss or partial reduction of scientific research.

Based on the experience of the Russian-Ukrainian war, it is possible to determine the main tasks
of the development of higher education in the post-war period, including:

— the creation of a program for post-war restoration of damaged and destroyed infrastructure,
premises, material, and technical bases;

— restoration of personnel potential and involvement of students;

— development of a state support program;

— creation of modern institutions of postgraduate education;

— adaptation of the higher education system to European standards;

— conducting educational practice through the development of public-private partnership" [11, p.
142].

Solving some of the identified tasks facing the higher education system during the war can be
accomplished with the help of academic mobility mechanisms. Therefore, there is an opportunity for the
participants of the educational process to gain new knowledge in a safe and progressive environment,
and in the future to implement the acquired skills in the reconstruction of the post-war economic and
political system of their own country. In addition, the list of offers for international exchanges is
extensive, the most important of them are presented in Tab. 1.

Table 1 — List of international exchange and grant programs

Feutures
A program of the European Union that supports cooperation projects, partnerships,
activities and mobility in the field of education, vocational training, youth and sports.
The directions of the program are:
— KA1: Academic mobility (HEIs from partner countries can partner with universities
from Europe to organize mobility projects for students, teachers and administrative staff).
— KA2: Cooperation for innovation (development of innovation and exchange of
successful practices in the field of higher education, as well as for cooperation between
member countries and partner countries of the Erasmus+ program).
United Kingdom International Organization for Cultural Relations and Educational
Opportunities.
Programs of international cooperation in the field of education, which is organized by
Diku - the Norwegian Agency for International Cooperation and Improving the Quality of
Higher Education.
Institutions of higher education from a number of countries in Eastern Europe and Central
Asia can take part in this program. Within its framework, higher education institutions
from Eurasian countries work in partnership with the Higher Education Institutions of
Norway, namely:
— create joint educational programs and training courses;
— carry out an exchange of students, postgraduates, and teachers;
— conduct joint seminars, workshops, and other academic events.

Title

Erasmus+

British
Council

EURASIA
Programme

"Jean Monet"
direction of
the EU
Erasmus+
program"

The goals of the "Jean Monet" direction are:

— activation of European integration discourse;

— promoting the excellence of European integration studies;

— involvement of higher education institutions in the study of European integration
processes.
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Continue Table 1

The framework program for scientific research and innovation of the EU, within which the
goal was set: which must be achieved within its framework:
. — to strengthen the European scientific and technological foundation and the European
Horizon Europe
Research Area,
— to increase European innovative competitiveness,
— to fulfill society's priorities and support the socio-economic model and values of Europe.
EUREKA (Euro | International European innovative scientific and technical program, created to carry out
pean Research research and development competitive on the world market on a grant basis.
Coord. Agency
NAWA (Narod. | Polish institution created for the purpose of organizing bilateral exchanges of students and
Agen. Wymiany | scientists between Poland and other countries.
Akademickiej)
Donor organization founded by the governments of the Visegrad Group countries — the
Visegrad Fund Czqch Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia. The purpose of the Fupd is tg promote
regional cooperation both between the V4 countries and other regions, in particular the
countries of the Western Balkans and the Eastern Partnership.
The German Academic Exchange Service is an intermediary organization for foreign
DAAD cultural, educational and scientific policy, as well as for the development of cooperation in
the field of higher education.
Humboldt Promotes international exchanges of students and scientists. The foundation aims to
Foundation develop academic cooperation between scientists from Germany and other countries.
Awards&Fellow | Grant programs, in which Ukrainians are invited to participate, are aimed primarily at
ship scientists who already have a PhD degree.
The international program for the exchange of scientists and students, financed by the
government of the United States of America, under the terms of which various types of
grants are possible:
. — studying at universities in the USA to obtain a master’s degree,
Fulbright ; . . S
Program - conducqng research at US universities for young scientists, '
— conducting research at US universities and research institutions for experienced
scientists and specialists,
— teaching and/or conducting research in universities or research institutions of other
countries for American teachers, researchers and specialists.
Mitacs Canadian nop-proﬁt organization that helps students and researchers get internships at
Canadian universities.
The Japan Society for the Promotion of Science provides an opportunity for scientists
JSPS from various countries to conduct research together with Japanese colleagues in the fields
of humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences.

*built by the author based on data [12, 13]

The above list outlines the opportunities that participants in the higher education process can get
in the usual period. However, when a particular country faces armed aggression, mobility programs can
allocate additional funds to more broadly involve the affected region in knowledge sharing. It is
important that educational exchanges in the conditions of war have certain specific features: due to their
forced nature, mobility is activated and accelerated, expanding the category of its participants [14, p.
120-121]. In the future, by participating in international exchanges, it is possible to gain important skills
in various fields by attracting grants, completing internships and courses at foreign universities.

Short-term projects that contribute to the loyal perception of cultural diversity are also significant
for building a network of connections. In addition, the visibility of war victims in various fields, in
particular in the academic field, contributes to the improvement of mutual understanding with those who
do not have similar experiences. The most vivid example of building an intercultural bridge in the
context of war turmoil can be considered the Fulbright Program, which has been successfully operating
since 1946 in more than 160 countries of the world. Its fundamental values are key in determining the
importance of international exchange for society: it was believed that the idea of international education
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made it possible not only to overcome geographical boundaries for scientists and students but also
contributed to the improvement of mutual understanding and the establishment of a network of personal
and professional contacts, becoming the basis for more significant mutual knowledge between by people
[15].

Another illustration of the importance of mobility mechanisms in the context of peacekeeping is
the attempts to stabilize intercultural interaction between the countries of the Western Balkans. It is
worth noting the Regional Youth Cooperation Office (RYCO), which is an independent institution
established by the six participating countries of the Western Balkans: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, and Serbia, with the aim of promoting a spirit of reconciliation
and cooperation among the youth in the region through youth exchange programs. One of the key
missions of the Office is to intensify regional cooperation between youth and youth institutions, ensuring
the implementation of joint programs with an emphasis on the principles of democratic governance,
sustainable economic development, education, and innovation [16, p. 35]. Thus, the program contributes
to the preventive stabilization of the region and initiates a dialogue, involving the school and students in
international exchanges.

In addition, the international activity of the Sumy State University (SSU), which developed the
Internationalization Strategy for 2019-2025 [17] and was able to continue its implementation despite the
full-scale invasion of Russia into Ukraine, speaks of the importance of academic mobility in the
conditions of military upheaval and the possibilities of its mechanisms. The institution implements a
systematic approach to the path of integration into the European and global scientific and educational
space, in particular, through cooperation with foreign universities, associations, foundations and
institutions.

One of the ways to help the international society of the Ukrainian higher education sector in 2022
was the implementation of network initiatives, which provided for the consolidated participation of
various foreign institutions in the analysis of needs, the development of support mechanisms, and their
further implementation. For its part, when overcoming the consequences of military actions, the main
task for the structures of international activity of Sumy State University was to ensure the direct
participation of the university in the most effective initiatives and projects, which involved systematic
work on contacting relevant organizations, presenting the necessary analytical and presentational
information, forming teams and topics for potential interaction [18, p. 6]. The university's invested
efforts in obtaining available opportunities for international programs helped not to change the trend of
expanding the circle of foreign partners, as evidenced by Fig. 1.
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Figure 1 — Dynamics of expansion of foreign partners of Sumy State University
*built by the author based on data [18, p. 3]
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It is worth emphasizing that participation in international grant projects also contributes to the
improvement of the material and technical base - therefore, in 2022, computers, technical equipment,
and materials were brought to Sumy State University as part of the implementation of scientific projects
for UAH 9.58 million, which significantly more than in 2021 - UAH 1.99 million. In addition, in the
year of the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war, the largest number of university-wide grants was achieved
for all the years of the university's activity [18, p. 11-12].

According to the topics of projects implemented by Sumy State University in 2022, it is possible
to say about the prospects of international programs as tools for implementing world experience into the
experience of a warring country, since they were aimed at:

— implementation of European values in educational activities;

— modernization of educational programs by European standards;

— improving the quality of educational activities and the level of academic integrity;

— implementation of restorative technologies in biomedicine;

— the strategy of building green campuses;

— protection of the financial system from cyber threats;

— implementation of EU mechanisms;

— countering modern challenges and threats;

— bioenergy innovations in waste management;

— promoting the sustainable development of education through the language of the brand;

— a study of EU migration policy and modern realities of migration, primarily related to the
military invasion of Ukraine [18, c.12].

Adopting the practices of the organization of education during the period of upheaval caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic becomes noticeable during the adjustment of the process of higher education
in the conditions of war. Therefore, the example of Sumy State University shows an increase in the
percentage of students who participated in virtual international academic mobility, which is illustrated
in Fig. 2.
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Figure 2 — The number of participating students from Sumy State University in the international
academic mobility programs in individuals
*built by the author based on data [18, p.16]

The use of the provided opportunities together with the awareness of the participants of the
educational process about them determine short-term and long-term prospects, which consist in the
consequences of the exchange of experience and skills. Thus, an internship or study at a foreign
university can become an intermediate stage in the scientific life of students or university employees,
which will allow them to develop, keeping up with global trends, until they safely return to their country.
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However, the outflow of intellectual capital for permanent residence can also be viewed positively
in the context of the visibility of researchers as coming from a certain country, which will need loyal
coverage to fight the information wars that currently accompany real ones. In addition, taking into
account the peculiarities of the largest mobility programs, it is also important to emphasize the possibility
of the inflow of foreign representatives through exchange programs in teaching and learning. Also, an
important aspect of exchanges is close cooperation between universities, which consists in particular in
the adoption and transfer of teaching methods during cooperation. In addition, cooperation between
universities promotes information and technological progress and increases academic integrity.

It is important to note that international academic mobility contributes to increasing the
competitiveness of future specialists both on the domestic and foreign labor markets and, at the same
time, significantly affects the improvement of the quality indicators of education and science in the
country, which brings national educational systems closer to the requirements of international education
standards, increasing the general level of education of the population [7, p. 151]. In addition, the problem
of reducing the number of researchers during martial law may also find a partial solution in the
participation of domestic scientists in the grant programs of the European Union, America, and Asia. It
is also worth paying attention to the importance of higher education institutions' loyalty to student
mobility, exchange programs for educators, and scholarship programs for research and projects - this
has the potential to become a fundamental idea for establishing a system of persuading education seekers
to stay in the country despite the difficult situation, laying the groundwork in advance.

Conclusion. To summarise, it is necessary to outline the variety of international mobility programs
and their important role in ensuring continuous learning and sharing of experience, knowledge, and
skills. Especially significant for countries suffering from the consequences of the war is the opportunity
to compensate for educational losses by attracting grant and scholarship offers and strengthening the
role of domestic researchers in the world scientific community. Awareness of the beneficial interaction
of the environment of higher education with the mechanisms of intercultural mobility will make it
possible to use favorable conditions to reduce the impact of armed aggression on the educational process.
An example of this was the Sumy State University, which managed to maintain the developed Strategy
of Transnationalization during the beginning of the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war, meanwhile
increasing some mobility indicators compared to previous years. In general, international exchange
mechanisms have a significant impact on the long-term development path of higher education
institutions, developing a network of academic connections, mobilizing the best global practices of
teaching and scientific achievements, and increasing the competitiveness of mobility program
participants in the national and global labor market. This is especially important for universities located
in the territory where military actions are taking place, due to the constant redirection of scarce resources
to more priority areas, causing underfunding of educational institutions, as a result of which numerous
exchange, grant, and internship programs may be partially minimized.
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APTIOXOB AprteMm €Brenosn4 KPMEJIOBA Baanimipa
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CyMcbKuii JepkaBHUN YHIBEPCUTET, VuiBepcutet A. Jlyoueka B TpeHuuHi,
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TECJIMK Anacracis BonoaumupiBaa APTIOXOBA Hanais OsekcanapiBaa
CTyJIeHTKa KadeIpu MIXXHAPOIHUX EKOHOMIYHUX KaHAUIAT TEXHIYHUX HAYK,

BiHOCHH, CyMCBHKHIA Iep>KaBHUN YHIBEPCHUTET, CyMChKHUii IepyKaBHUN YHIBEPCUTET,
M. Cymu, Ykpaina M. Cymu, Ykpaina

HEPCIIEKTUBH PO3BUTKY MEXAHI3MIB MIZKHAPOJAHOI'O OBMIHY
Y BUIIIN OCBITI I YAC BIMHA

Hpoéonema. Hacninok KoXHOI BifHM TOJSrae y MOPYIIEHHI 3BHYHOTO CYCHIIBHOTO TMOPSIKY —
30KpeMa, IIe MPOCTEKYEThCS Y MOMIMBUX TPYIHOIIAX Yy 3a0€3MCUCHHI HACEJICHHS OCBITOIO, 4Yepe3 o
[IOCTAlOTh 3aBJIaHHS 3MEHIIUTH BIUIMB 30poifHOI arpecii Ha HaBYajbHUM mporec. SIk oaHEe 3 pilleHb
MiHIMI3aIlii MIKOJW BIMHM JJIS BHIIOI OCBITH € CCHC PO3MIAJATH NPOTpaMHU akaJeMidHOI MOOUIBHOCTI,
CTa)XyBaHHS Ta TPAHTOBI MPOTPAMHU.

Mema. Mera 11i€i cTaTTl MOJATa€ B OKPECICHHI MOXIMBOCTEH aKaJeMiyHOi MOOUIBHOCTI W OIIHIII
NEPCHEKTUB PO3BUTKY MEXaHi3MiB MDXHAPOJHOro OOMiHY y BHIIH OCBITI MiJ Yyac BOEHHOTo ctany. /s
peanizanii mocraBjieHoi MeTH OylO ONpalbOBaHO HHU3KY HAYKOBUX NyOJNiKaulid, ski OynM NpUCBsYEHi
IHTepHaLIOHaJI3allii BUIO] OCBITH IIJISIXOM MOCHJICHHS poJii MOOLITBHOCTI, 0COOIMBOCTSIM PO3BUTKY OIaitH
Ta OHJIAMH akaJeMiuHUX OOMIHIB 13 ypaXyBaHHSIM Cy4aCHHX YMOB 1 clieIiU ik pYHKI[IOHYBaHHS MEXaHI3MiB
porpaM MoOUIBHOCTI Y paMKkax 30poiiHoi arpecii.

Pezynemamu. Y pe3ynbraTi aHaNizy Oyi0 BU3HAYEHO 3HAYYIY POJIb MIKHAPOIHOI AISTBHOCTI VIS
KpaiH, SIKI 3ITKHYJIMCS 3 BOEHHMMH JiSIMH. 3BCpHYTO yBary Ha pi3HOMAHITHICTh JIOCTYITHHX IIpOrpam
aKaJIeMIYHOT MOOUIBHOCTI: OOMIiHIB, CTaXKyBaHb Ta IPAHTIB, PO3IINPEHO XapPaKTEPU3YIOUH TXHI BIIMIHHOCTI.
Bu3HaueHO B3a€MOIIOB’si3aHi HACIHIJKU BIHM Ta OCHOBHI 3aBJaHHsS, IO CTOSATH MEpPe] CHCTEMOI BHIIOi
OCBITH B IOBOEHHUI niepion. 3ragano mpo [Iporpamy @ynbpaiita y KOHTEKCTI HAMAraHHs peaji3yBaTu i1e10
MOJOJaHHs reorpagiuyHuX KOPAOHIB JJs HAYKOBIIB Ta CTYIEHTIB 32 JONOMOIOK) HAJIaroIKECHHS
B3a€EMOPO3YMIHHS.

Haykoea noseusna. Briepiie Oyiio 3alpolOHOBAHO MEXaHI3MHU peaiizallii mporpaM akaJIeMiyHOTro
0o0MiHy B yMOBax IOBHOMACHITaOHOI POCIMCHKO-YKpaiHCHKOI BIMHH, a TaKOX IPOAHAII30BaHO TEHACHIIT
PO3BUTKY aKkajeMiyHUX 0OMiHIB B YKpaiHi.

Bucnoexu. byio 3a3Ha4€HO IIPO BUKOPUCTAHHS IHCTPYMEHTY MOJIOJI’KHOTO OOMIiHY Ut cTabimi3arii
MIDKKYJIBTYPHOI CHTYaIlil y perioHi 3axigaux baigkax, iHimiaropoM yoro 0ys PerioHanbHuM 0dic MOJIOTIKHOT
cuiBnpani (RYCO). o Ttoro x, Oymo Bu3HaueHO AisibHICTH CyMCBKOTO JEP:KaBHOTO YHIBEPCHUTETY
(Cym1Y) six npukianoM peasizamii MOXKJIMBOCTEH MIXXKHAPOAHUX MPOrpaM Ajist 3a0e3Mne4eHH sl JOCTaTHLOTO
pPIBHS OCBITH MiJ Yac BOEHHOTO CTaHy. byno 3BepHyTO yBary Ha KOpPOTKOCTPOKOBI Ta JOBIOCTPOKOBI
MEePCIEKTHRH, 1110 MMOJIATal0Th B 00MiHI I0CBIJIOM Ta HABMUKAMHU 3a1J1s1 0€3MepepBHOTO PO3BUTKY. 3a3HAUCHO,
10 MDKHapoJHa akaJeMiyHa MOOIIBHICTh CHpUSE MiABHILIEHHIO KOHKYPEHTOCIPOMOKHOCTI 3400yBayiB
OCBITH K Ha BHYTPIIIHBOMY, TaK 1 Ha 30BHIIIHBOMY PHHKY IIpalli Ta BIUIMBAE Ha MMOKPAIIEHHS SKOCTI OCBITH
1 HayKH B KpaiHi.

Kntouoei cnoea: BiitHa, MixkHapoaHi 0OMiHHM, THTEpHAIIOHATI3AIlS, aKaJeMidHa MOOUTBHICT, BUIIIA
OCBITa, CTRXKyBaHHS, TPaHTOBI MPOTPAMH.
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