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KEY PRINCIPLES OF RETURN AND REINTEGRATION OF FORCED MIGRANTS TO 

UKRAINE 
Introduction. Russia launched a full-scale armed aggression against Ukraine, resulting in unprecedented 

in post-war Europe. Beyond extensive physical 
destruction damage to transport, energy, housing, and social infrastructure the war has triggered profound 
demographic shifts, large-scale forced displacement, labor market disruption, and long-term social vulnerability. 
Millions of citizens have been internally displaced or forced to seek refuge abroad, leading to sign ificant labor 
shortages, skills mismatches, and the risk of permanent human capital outflows. Rising poverty, educational 
interruptions, deterioration in public health, and psychosocial trauma have further weakened the demographic 
and socio-economic foundations of national development. In this context, the restoration and enhancement of 
human capital emerge as a strategic priority, as sustainable economic recovery is impossible without rebuilding 

cohesion. 
Purpose. To develop a scientifically grounded and long-term strategy for the restoration and enhancement 

of human capital in the context of post-war reconstruction, taking into account demographic losses, structural 
economic transformations, and institutional challenges. 

Methods. The research is based on a comprehensive analysis of verified statistical data from leading 
international institutions, including the Fourth Rapid Damage and Needs Assessment (RDNA4, 2025), the World 
Bank, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development. Comparative, structural, systemic, and trend analysis methods were applied to assess 
demographic, educational, healthcare, and labor market losses, as well as to identify key structural imbalances 
and long-term risks for socio-economic development. 

Results. The study finds that direct material damages amount to USD 176 billion, while total recovery and 
reconstruction needs are estimated at USD 524 billion, eq
The poverty rate increased dramatically from 5.5% in 2021 to 37% in 2024, reflecting a substantial decline in 
household welfare and resilience. The war has also intensified demographic decline, reduced employment levels, 
and exacerbated regional inequalities. Based on the conducted analysis, a four-phase conceptual model for the 
strategic development of human capital with a planning horizon of up to 20 years has been elaborated. The model 
provides for sequential stabilization, recovery, modernization, and innovative transformation of the healthcare, 
education, labor market, and social protection systems. It also identifies priority directions of public policy, 
including reintegration of displaced persons, stimulation of employment and entrepreneurship, modernization of 


